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EAGLE CLUBS 2008

From Atlanta to Albany,  
from Jenkins County to Jacksonville, 
springtime for the Office of Alumni 
Relations brings road trips with food, 
fun, fellowship and fans with high 
hopes. The 2008 Eagle Club tour found 
one common denominator:  
Alumni love Georgia Southern!
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chronicles

For the love of the game
By Rosemary Carter

Twenty-hour days were nothing for Joe 
Axelson.

From typewriter tabulations of sports 
statistics to cranking out the first alumni 
newsletter to blockbuster trades and mar-
keting deals in the National Basketball 
Association, very little escapes Axelson’s 
realm of expertise.

Though he didn’t graduate from Georgia 
Teachers College, Axelson had an impact 
on thousands of alumni. Upon his arrival 
in the fall of 1954, the Army veteran and 
Northwestern University grad’s first as-
signment was to create the Georgia Teach-
ers College Alumni Association and pro-
duce its first mailing list and publication. 

Once, he and his part-time staff com-
piled an issue, placed the materials in a 
manilla envelope, and handed it over to a 
bus driver for delivery to a printer 22 miles 
down the road in Claxton. That particular 
envelope was never seen again.

“It took us three weeks to cobble togeth-
er a very patched-up replacement packet 
that I drove over to Claxton personally,” 
said Axelson. “I have no doubt that some 
marriages and other accomplishments 
were overlooked in this rehashed issue.”

Axelson found GTC when he was re-
called into the Army reserves and assigned 
to Augusta’s Fort Gordon. As sports infor-
mation director and coach of the Fort Gor-
don basketball team, he was in contact with 
GTC coaches J.B. Scearce and J.I. Clements. 
Axelson hired Scearce and Clements to 
work as officials during an Army tourna-
ment, changing the course of his life.

Recognizing his talents, Scearce and Cle-
ments created a position for Axelson at 
GTC. Axelson announced scores and news 
on local radio in addition to selling adver-
tising for game programs and compiling 
stats for the Teachers’ teams.

“I never had a better time in my entire 
life,” Axelson said. “We loved the town and 
the people were great to us.”

At GTC, Axelson took graduate courses, 
taught journalism, and witnessed sports 
history. In the first game of the 1958-59 
basketball season, Axelson’s radio play-by-
play documented one of the greatest victo-
ries in University history when the Teach-
ers beat heavily favored Georgia Tech.

Axelson eventually moved on to a 
20-year career with the NBA’s Kings orga-
nization. He oversaw the team’s move from 
Cincinnati to Kansas City-Omaha and was 
named NBA Executive of the Year in 1973. 
He served as vice president for basketball 
operations for the NBA for three years be-
fore rejoining the Kings in the early 1980s 
as team president and general manager. 

Axelson later took over sales and mar-
keting for the Kings in their new home 
in Sacramento where he brokered a deal 

granting the first naming rights for an 
NBA facility, and kept the seats at ARCO 
Arena full of fans season after season.

In 1990, Axelson was inducted into 
Georgia Southern’s Athletics Hall of Fame. 
He retired from the Kings in 1991.

Axelson is a die-hard Chicago Cubs fan 
who schedules his day around the team’s 
games. 

Editor’s note:
This story was written in mid-May. Joe 

Axelson passed away on May 31, 2008 at 
the age of 80, as his beloved Chicago Cubs 
were about to enter the month of June with 
their best record since 1908. He was pre-
ceded in death by his wife of 38 years and 
is survived by three children, David, Mark 
and Linda, and six grandchildren.

From Statesboro to Sacramento, Joe Axelson never tired of his life in sports



Last spring, w
hile thousands of their peers across the Southeast w

ere soaking up sun on the 
beaches of Florida, 10 G

eorgia Southern students w
ere basking in a different glow

 – that of 
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H
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e, an orphanage in the tow
n of El Progreso. 
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Show your Eagle pride every day 
with a Georgia Southern University 

alumni prestige license plate.

     CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. BOX 8053
STATESBORO, GA 30460-8053

1. Visit www.georgiasouthern.edu/licenseplate

2. Download and complete required MV-9C form

3. Take completed form to your county tag offi ce

EASY 
STEPS:

3




